
Valuing People and Place in 
Community Resilience Building
A look at the potential of social and human capital and their interactions 

with preparedness, resource diversity, and wellness in 
community organizations of Puerto Rico post Hurricane Maria
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4 Islanded Communities Faced with Hazards

Source: Centro Data Hub
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Source: PR Energy Toolkit Community Report

Community Socioeconomic Context



Community Economic Context

Source: Centro Data Hub



Community Social Context

Source: Centro Data Hub
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Bursting with diverse knowledge & skills

Shared Dream: a community center

BARRERO



We learned about the 
perceptions these 
communities have of 
formal organizations and 
how to best encourage 
open participation.

Cherish: environmental services

Feel: Isolation in elderly and/or disabled 
populations lacking transportation

Lack: financial support & connections



LAS CAROLINAS
Come together to face current, urgent 
problems like reconstruction, trash, 
and violence.



Rely On: stocked resources and financial capital
Need: communication system 
Have: Skills mostly tied to professions in a less elderly community



Shared Dream: Solar panel generators for sustainable energy supply



LAJAS Strong & growing radio communication system 

Have: 5013c non-profit status

Believe in: Importance of educating children in 
preparedness, knowing your history, and communication



Shared Dreams: They have many.

-restoration of wells
-solar energy investment
-evacuation planning development



Even if the community space exists it is not 
always enough to create a strong community. 
Leaders play a key role in community center culture.

LAS SOLEDAD



Shared Dream: converting closed 
school into dynamic 

community center



Project Data:
● Grounding of basic needs with community
● Social and human capital scores
● Community Preparedness Checklist
● Resource diversity scores

Community Deliverables:
● Preparedness Building Checklist and Strategies
● Social and Human Capital Building Scorecard and 

Strategies
● Connection to local and municipal resources

Big Goals:
● Create user-friendly quantification of social and 

human capital
● Analyze the impacts of social and human capital 

on various community capacities
● Provide tools to enhance community wellness 
● Fund for a dream project that builds capacity for 

resilience and everyday wellness

Collaboration:
● Validation of data and results with SenseMaker
● Continued collaboration with community partners
● Future recommendations for CRISP research
● Quantification of community level human system in 

socio-technical network model
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